
The Benefits of Playing 

‘Maths Games’.

Benefits of Maths Games

Encouraging Higher Order Thinking Skills

Identifying Strategy 
Decision Making
Problem Solving

Communication Skills
Flexibility of Thinking

Using Appropriate Mathematical Vocabulary
Positive Attitudes toward Maths

Applying and Problem Solving
Integrating and Connecting

Communicating and Expressing
Reasoning



“Problem-solving skills can be developed in various ways, for example, through 

constructive play, games, puzzles, role-play, classroom situations, robotics, coding, 

etc. In response, the new primary mathematics curriculum could provide a 

repository of mathematics problems to encourage teachers to move away from 

textbooks and to engage in richer problem-solving activities …”

Background Paper and Brief for the Development of a New Primary Mathematics Curriculum, NCCA, 2016



1. Pen and Paper Strategy games from 

www.whatwedoallday.com

2. Pen and Paper Strategy games from 

www.nrich.maths.org

3. Strimko puzzles - Some can be downloaded at http://

strimko.com/download/StrimkoPack1_4x4.pdf

4. Two examples from www.0hn0.com and 

www.0hh1.com - internet based
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www.whatwedoallday.com

✤ Click on ‘Games’
✤ Click on ‘Traditional Games’

http://www.whatwedoallday.com


…..Another example  - ‘Tapatan’ a ‘3 in a row’ game from The 

Philippines.



 
www.nrich.maths.org

✤ Primary Students
✤ Games

http://www.whatwedoallday.com
http://www.nrich.maths.org


- ‘Counters’



Another Example - ‘Sprouts’ 



Strimko
http://strimko.com/download/StrimkoPack1_4x4.pdf



0hh1.com - an interactive ‘logic’ game 

http://0hh1.com


….and it’s companion ..  0hn0.com

http://0hn0.com



